Ground‑Level Playground Equipment
Ground‑level play components provide safe, engaging activities without requiring expensive impact‑attenuating surfacing. This makes them ideal for Vienna’s $244,000 park budget.
They also comply with Maryland playground safety rules because they have no fall height.
· Major cost savings (no rubber surfacing needed)
· Safe (no elevated platforms or fall zones)
· ADA‑friendly (easy to access with a simple firm route)
· Low maintenance
· Great for inclusive play
Examples of Ground‑Level Equipment (install directly on natural grass)
	Sensory & Activity Play
· Maze panels
· Tic‑tac‑toe panels
· Gear panels
· Communication panels
· Music elements (drums, chimes, xylophones)
	Physical Play
· Crawl tunnels
· Low nature play (logs, stumps flush to grade)
· Balance pods under 12 inches
· Low spring riders (manufacturer‑dependent)

	Imaginative Play
· Storefront panels
· Playhouses without elevated decks
· Talk tubes
	Inclusive Play
· Ground‑level spinners with no platform
· Collaborative sensory stations
· ADA‑accessible activity panels


Safety & Compliance (Maryland)
Maryland follows CPSC + ASTM standards:
· No surfacing required for equipment with no fall height
· Grass is acceptable under ground‑level components
· Sidewalks should stop 3–4 ft away from equipment to avoid head‑to‑concrete injuries
· ADA route required to the play area (can be sidewalk, Flexi‑Pave strip, or compacted stone dust)
Recommended Manufacturers (shareable links)
Ground‑level equipment is identified by having NO platform, steps, ladder, deck, climbing height, slide, overhead bars, or fall‑height listed (fall height = 0 ft). Will show ADA symbol at ground level.
· Little Tikes Commercial
· Landscape Structures
· Miracle Recreation
· GameTime
· AAA State of Play
Design Tips for Vienna’s Park
· Use existing grass under all ground‑level equipment
· Keep sidewalks 3–4 ft away from equipment
· Avoid elevated structures unless you want to pay for surfacing
· Focus on sensory, imaginative, and inclusive play to maximize value
Summary
Ground‑level equipment gives Vienna a safe, affordable, regulation‑compliant playground without the high cost of rubber surfacing. It’s the best way to stretch the grant while delivering a high‑quality play space.


Ground-Level Product Ideas with Costs
	Category
	Item
	Cost

	Animals
	See*Saw*Snake
	$8,960

	Animals
	Crickets
	$41,399

	Exercise
	Magellan Straights
	$4,312

	Exercise 
	Klondike
	$6,133

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Friendly Fence
	$3,315

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Garden Crawl Tunnel
	$3,335

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Nutty the Squirrel
	$3,557

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Calvin’s Apple
	$3,557

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Barnyard
	$9,760

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Market Stand
	$9,760

	Farm
	Tot Builders™ Playhouse
	$14,846

	Farm
	TB25-74359 Surface Mount
	$41,600

	Music
	Concerto™ Small Cabasa
	$1,335

	Music
	Concerto™ Large Cabasa
	$1,667

	Music
	Bongo Panel
	$2,241

	Music
	Music Time
	$2,574

	Music
	Beat Club
	$3,634

	Music
	Harmonic Chimes - Set of 3
	$4,864

	Music
	Jazz C Major
	$4,953

	Music
	Music Ball
	$6,130

	Music
	Concerto™ Vibes
	$6,707

	Music
	Merry Musical
	$7,623

	Music
	Melody Chimes
	$8,739

	Music
	Drum Circle
	$16,679

	Sensory
	Sensory Ring
	$911

	Sensory
	Unlimited Play® Communication Board
	$1,713

	Sensory
	Elevated Sandbox
	$2,129

	Sensory
	Sensory Wave Wall (12” Sensors)
	$2,594

	Sensory
	Sensory Wave Wall 14'
	$5,443

	Sensory
	Quiet Grove
	$11,401

	Sensory
	Roller Table
	$19,918

	Ship
	Rock’N Ship Glider
	$25,004

	Spinner
	Stand ‘N Spin
	$1,537

	Spinner
	Revolution Inclusive Spinner
	$6,112

	Spinner
	Turnabout Spinner
	$17,745

	Spinner
	Surface Spinner
	$17,922

	Spinner
	Together Glider
	$24,117

	Misc
	Dream Center
	$4,980

	Misc
	Bristol Oval Trike Path
	$6,690

	Misc
	Yesteryears Playground
	$8,718

	Misc
	Rainbow Quintet Ensemble
	$11,603



